


South Walsham Parish Council Meeting
Minutes of Meeting 7th April 2025
South Walsham Village Hall

1. ATTENDANCE
Present: Peter Crook, Chair (PCr), Clive Grant (CG), Sue Grant (SG), Malcolm Steward (MS), Amanda Miller (AM), Tricia Graysmark (Clerk)

2. DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST AND DISPENSATIONS
None for this meeting

3. MINUTES OF PREVIOUS MEETING
Agreed and signed as a true record

4. PUBLIC FORUM
a. No County Councillors or District Councillors present
b. Some ruts reported in the Bierway at the northern end and machinery reportedly used close to pedestrian on the path.
c. Comment on recent Fairhaven planning refusal – tree to be moved was a memorial tree.

5. MATTERS ARISING FROM PREVIOUS MEETINGS – TO RECEIVE UPDATES
a. Churchyard
i. Footpath - quote of £500 to install drain where water settles.  PCr and CG to put drain holes in the timber edging and hopefully alleviate the problem at no cost.
ii. Lime trees – long term proposal to replace trees being considered by PCC at its next meeting. If approved diseased trees would be first for action.
iii. Gravestones - to be surveyed for safety this year.  PCr and AM to action. PCr has updated memorial register drawn up in 1981. 
b. Community Development Plan – frustration expressed at lack of progress by BDC. PCr to discuss again with Fran Whymark. 
c. Play area - outstanding work is nearly complete.  Wooden benches still to be secured to concrete plinths - MS to discuss with PR.  Agreed to donate £100 to Friends of Fairhaven fund for new gate.

6. FINANCIAL & ADMINISTRATIVE MATTERS
a. Accounts approved for March 2025.
b. Invoices for payment approved for March 2025
c. Annual accounts will go to audit at end of April 2025
d. VAT return has been completed up to end of February 2025

7. Village Issues
a. Traffic - various complaints have been received regarding traffic increase and speed in the village.  MS has made contact with local police representative Jackie Chambers who will visit and do some checks.   
b. Village Hall 
i. Parish council agreed to take on responsibility for managing Bowls Club’s lease of premises on playing field. PCr to contact Nikki Evans and arrange a meeting.   
ii. Grass cutting under gazebo is problematic. PCr has but forward an outline plan for installing a hard surface. This will be progressed in late summer.  
iii. Communications mast – CG reported recent progress and is optimistic of an early completion date.
c. School Road pathway - George Taylor to cut as usual.
d. Tree warden - application received from a resident.  PCr to meet and discuss.  
e. Slipway keys – all in hand. Some fees not yet paid. Clerk chasing.
f. Verge on Wymers Lane/Broad Lane junction.  NCC will inspect on next visit.
g. Sotshole Broad acquisition by Norfolk Wildlife Trust - donation requested – size of donation to be agreed following a site visit.  PCr to arrange visit with NWT.
h. Village Green
i. Ownership – no further progress  
ii. Trees blocking light - MS reported residents at rear of The Green have agreed to commission trimming of trees based on agreed plan. (Work to be agreed by BDC and cost to be agreed by PC. PC will fund 20% of cost). 
i. PG bus shelter maintenance. MS to speak to PR – noted rotten wood in one section will cost approximately £100 to repair.  
j. Cemetery has two new interments of ashes.  
k. Burlingham Wood footpaths cut by Norse.  Reeds in larger pond to be sprayed by George Taylor. Small pond is heavily overgrown and has a lining, making it impossible to dredge. MS to discuss with George Taylor to review options.  Any major work may need to be referred to Norfolk County Council who created the pond.

8. Planning
BA/2024/0100/FUL – Fairhaven Garden Trust – refusal.

Meeting closed at 20.18pm

Next meeting:
Annual Parish Meeting: Monday 12th May 2025 South Walsham Village Hall 7.15pm
Parish Council meeting: Monday 12th May 2025 South Walsham Village Hall 7.30pm

All Parish Council meeting dates, times and venues are displayed on village notice boards and website




