South Walsham Parish Council Meeting and Annual Parish Meeting
Minutes of Monday 12th May 2025
South Walsham Village Hall
Annual Parish Meeting 

1. ATTENDANCE
Present: Peter Crook, Chair (PCr), Clive Grant (CG), Sue Grant (SG), Malcolm Steward (MS), Amanda Miller (AM), Tricia Graysmark (Clerk).  Apologies received Paul Randell (PR)

Due to lack of attendance the minutes of last year’s meeting were approved and the rest of the agenda was absorbed into the May Parish Council Meeting.

May Parish Council Meeting

1. ATTENDANCE
Present: Peter Crook, Chair (PCr), Clive Grant (CG), Sue Grant (SG), Malcolm Steward (MS), Amanda Miller (AM), Tricia Graysmark (Clerk).  Apologies received Paul Randell (PR)

2. ELECTION OF CHAIR
Peter Crook re-elected as Chair.  AM proposed, SG seconded.

3. ELECTION OF VICE CHAIR
Malcolm Steward re-elected as Vice Chair.  CG proposed, AM seconded.

4. DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST AND DISPENSATIONS
None for this meeting

5. MINUTES OF PREVIOUS MEETING
Agreed and signed as a true record

6. PUBLIC FORUM
a. No County Councillors or District Councillors present. Apologies received from Fran Whymark
b. New part-time priest, Cheryl Ramballi has been licenced and starts work today.  New full-time priest, Andrew Tansell will be licenced on 19th June 2025

7. MATTERS ARISING FROM PREVIOUS MEETINGS – TO RECEIVE UPDATES

a. Community development – this, a major project has been to improve the safety of access to the school and the whole community hub in School Road and re-route the cemetery access away from its lethal position on the Acle Road. We put a scheme together that would give the parish all these benefits and the added advantage of improving the splay on the School Road/Acle Road junction plus three acres of new community land for leisure use. This would be made possible by a donation of land in exchange for planning permission for a modest house. Now, a year on we seem to be approaching a planning brick wall which the council unanimously believes could have been resolved many months ago if our two district councillors had thrown their weight behind our community and taken a much greater interest in the safety of the people of this parish that elected them. 

b. Sotshole Broad - a site visit was made on 16th April. It was agreed to donate £2,000 towards the NWT’s restoration appeal for the Broad. This will be paid from the latest CIL income.
c. Traffic - MS continues to liaise with police regarding speeding in the village.  A monitoring advice will be put in place.
d. Tree warden - PCr has met with Johnathan Allcorn who has kindly agreed to be tree warden, and will progress with training. 
e. Churchyard and Cemetery
i. New path - no further progress on puddles till it rains.
ii. Lime Trees - agreement from PCC to progress as proposed by PC. Next action to seek approval from BDC and cost work for this year and next as far as possible.
iii. Gravestones survey - successfully undertaken and nothing more required for three years.   

8. FINANCIAL & ADMINISTRATIVE MATTERS
a. Payments approved for May 2025 except postage for return of slipway key. CIL money has been received in the sum of £3,895.89
b. Annual accounts held pending finalising the JCBF balance and closing that account. PCr liaising with Sue Hitchcock (PCC).
c. Audit will be completed when JCBF balance defined.

9. Village Issues
a. No highways matters to report
b. Village Hall 
i. Decorating main hall now complete 
ii. Village fete has been booked for end of June 2025 
iii. Communications mast agreement has been completed and now waiting a date for installation. Copy of agreement handed to clerk for PC records.
iv. Drain blockage to be investigated.  
c. Bowls club have signed agreement with PC for use of premises on playing field.  Request to erect a shed was agreed. Rut needs repair – PC/VH
d. Play area has a continual litter problem.  Agreed to purchase new bin for some £180.  Roundabout needs access panel to grease bearing.  Agreed to purchase new panel at approximately £550. MS to progress.
e. Slipway key number 10 has been returned and deposit repaid.  
f. Village Green
i. Ownership – anticipated to complete in August 2025  
ii. Tree work – quote of £2020 from neighbours for improving light approved.  PC will make 20% contribution. Work to be approved by BDC before start.
g. Bus shelter maintenance -  grant of £1,114 awarded from NCC to support repairs and redecoration of shelters on The Green and School Road.
h. Kings Arms flower bed - Cityfibre to temporarily remove one planter to allow for groundwork. AM will organise assisted by PR. Once replaced AM will purchase new plants.
i. Village ‘visitor’ sign on junction has disappeared - agreed PCr to purchase a new one.  The cast iron sign on the road from Acle is cracked.  MS to investigate possibility of repairing.
j. Flowers from Hewitt bequest purchased and placed on grave as requested.

10. Additional item - Planning
BA/2025/0120/FUL – Broad View, Fleet Lane, South Walsham.  No objections

Meeting closed at 20.18pm

Next meeting:
Monday 2nd June 2025.  7.30pm South Walsham Village Hall

All Parish Council meeting dates, times and venues are displayed on village notice boards and website

