


South Walsham Parish Council Meeting
Minutes of Meeting 3rd March 2025
South Walsham Village Hall

1. ATTENDANCE
Present: Peter Crook, Chair (PCr), Clive Grant (CG), Sue Grant (SG), Malcolm Steward (MS), Paul Randell (PR), Amanda Miller (AM), Tricia Graysmark (Clerk)

2. DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST AND DISPENSATIONS
None for this meeting

3. MINUTES OF PREVIOUS MEETING
Agreed and signed as a true record

4. PUBLIC FORUM
a. Condition of road markings at School Road junction with Acle Road and Broad Lane worn away and creating safety issues. Clerk to report to NCC Highways. 
b. Three areas of pooling have occurred on the new churchyard footpath. CG to discuss with contractor to resolve. 
c. Fran Whymark reported a consultation taking place regarding the potential closure of Norwich walk-in centre.  He also gave an update on local government devolution and the extremely short deadline required for proposals to be submitted (end of March). 
d. One resident had concerns about the grass management in the cemetery and  the council will monitor the contractor when he resumes cutting on week beginning    10th March.
e. Colin Holmes kindly offered to place posts by northern end of Bier Way to stop vehicles turning on bank.

5. MATTERS ARISING FROM PREVIOUS MEETINGS – TO RECEIVE UPDATES
a. Churchyard
i. Probation Service had work visits on a further two days in February.  More dates will be arranged as we move into the growing season. Potential for other work in the village to be planned.  The project has been very successful.
ii. Lime trees. Broadland Tree Warden’s chair and BDC’s tree officer met with a PC representative to discuss options for future management of the trees, and based on this discussion BTW submitted a draft report on managing the trees and their ultimate replacement. It was agreed to discuss this report with the PCC and the tree’s immediate neighbours to find a consensus before proceeding further.
iii. Recruitment of a village tree warden was raised - confirmed there is a written structure for the role and more information to be supplied to The Mardler by PCr.
iv. Community Development - Fran agreed to progress further with BDC planners.
b. Play area
i. Work is still ongoing following the Wickstead survey.  Anticipated to be completed by end of March 2025. 
ii. Matted area under swings will be seeded this month.

6. FINANCIAL & ADMINISTRATIVE MATTERS
a. Accounts and payments approved for February 2025.
b. Auditor is booked for 2024/2025 accounts and AGAR document to be completed in April. 
c. VAT return to go in later this month

7. Village Issues
a. Correspondence received from resident at Broad Lane/Wymers Lane junction requesting action to protect boundary wall from vehicles driving on verge. PCr to contact highway’s engineer and advise resident.
b. Vandalism to Bowls Club meter box.  Electricity board has disconnected the supply.  Bowls Club to progress.
c. Tree alongside village hall has been reported as needing cutting back.  PCr and MS to inspect.
d. No further progress on removal of abandoned van on Panxworth Road. 
e. Slipway keys – all invoices for 2025/2026 have been issued.
f. Broadland volunteer litter pick 2025. Pam Redwood agreed to raise with WI as a possible project.
g. Village Green 
             i.   Transfer of title - queries from the Land Registry responded to
                                 ii.   Request for PC to increase funding of trimming trees to create more light for  
                                       a resident refused. MS to advise resident.  
                                iii.  MS reported that Marin Thrower had kindly replaced tap on water butt  
                                iv.  AM confirmed spring bulbs in planters are growing well.

8. Planning
i. 2025/0140 – Shepherds Hut, 2 School Road – no objections
ii. BA/2025/0037/FUL /3393 – Replacement of quay headings, 5 Fleet Lane – no objections

9. Council Policy Updates
Approved: Risk Assessment, Health & Safety, Web Accessibility.

10. Communication Mast at Village Hall. 
 Letter of approval to mast supplier to be signed by PCr and returned to Village Hall 
              chair for sending. 

11. Bus shelter at Pilson Green
PR to advise on maintenance requirements at April meeting.	

Meeting closed at 20.36pm

Next meeting Monday 7th April 2025 – South Walsham Village Hall 7.30pm

All Parish Council meeting dates, times and venues are displayed on village notice boards and website




