


South Walsham Parish Council Meeting
Minutes of Meeting 3rd February 2025
South Walsham Village Hall

1. ATTENDANCE
Present: Peter Crook, Chair (PCr), Clive Grant (CG), Sue Grant (SG), Malcolm Steward (MS), Tricia Graysmark (Clerk). Apologies received from Amanda Miller.

2. DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST AND DISPENSATIONS
None for this meeting

3. MINUTES OF PREVIOUS MEETING
Agreed and signed as a true record

4. PUBLIC FORUM
a. Robert Norman, of Galliford Try Infrastructure explained construction plans for dualling of the A47 Burlingham bypass.
b. Fran Whymark reported challenges for NCC making savings with budgets due to grant opportunities stopping and rise in National Insurance.  Information on devolution expected in next couple of weeks. Could result in elections for a mayor for Norfolk and Suffolk which would result in local elections being cancelled.  Fran has new role as NCC cabinet member for health.
c. Reported the Bier Way footpath in poor condition.  The farmer has been written to by the PC.
d. The junction between Wymers Lane and Broad Lane has lost verge area due to traffic which has resulted in restricting walking.  Residents asked to submit information to Parish Council to take forward.
e. Request to move 30mph speed sign by cemetery further east to improve safety at the School Road junction. Fran Whymark agreed to enquire with highways.  Costs are involved.

5. MATTERS ARISING FROM PREVIOUS MEETINGS – TO RECEIVE UPDATES

a. Churchyard
i. New footpath – CG reported snagging completed.
ii. Probation Service – visiting Friday 7th February and Tuesday 11th February 2025.
iii. Lime trees maintenance – MS reported John Fleetwood (Broadland Tree Wardens) had inspected the trees and confirmed no health and safety issues. He recommended discussion with Mark Symonds, BDC tree officer, regarding possible long-term solutions. Meeting requested.
iv. Annual bonfire completed.
b. Community Development
i. Fran Whymark is arranging a meeting with PCr and BDC planners.
c. Play area
i. Bin relocated away from entrance now VH bin provided in shelter. Both bins full again.
ii. WI seat is beyond repair and will not be replaced due to sufficient alternative seating.
iii. Work required from Wicksteed report underway. Likely completion Easter 2025.
iv. Fairhaven Friends have asked for an additional gate to prevent children accessing the car park.  Cost will be £1,331 plus VAT and will come through fundraising.

6. FINANCIAL & ADMINISTRATIVE MATTERS
a. Accounts noted for January 2025
b. Payments approved for February 2025

7. Village Issues
a. Area around Post Office flooded again
b. Village hall – mast has progressed. Parish Council agreed to provide a letter confirming it can go on parish land.
c. PCr has written to owners of abandoned van, reported to police and DVLA.
d. No applications received for a village tree warden
e. Slipway invoices for 2025 will be issued by end of February
f. Burlingham Wood path cutting confirmed between April – Oct 2025
g. MS to contact George Taylor regarding 2025 village work. 
h. Bin at Broad Lane pond – PCr to produce sign stating the bin is a combined dog and rubbish bin in an effort to stop dog poo on the School Road footpath.
i. Fran Whymark agreed to raise issues with non-collection of waste with BDC.

8. Planning
2024/3842 – Installation of three air to air heat pumps at previous Kings Arms site.  No objections other than consideration of noise.
2024/3393 – Amended planning, barn adjacent to Yew House, Newport Road.   Modifications were not clear however no objections. (Clerk to ask BDC to specify modifications when asking for comments).

9. Council Policy Updates
‘Duties of Responsible Financial Officer’ approved for three years.

Meeting closed at 20.26pm

Next meeting Monday 3rd March 2025 – South Walsham Village Hall 7.30pm

All Parish Council meeting dates, times and venues are displayed on village notice boards                  and website.




