


South Walsham Parish Council Meeting
Minutes of Meeting 2nd December 2024
South Walsham Village Hall

1. ATTENDANCE
Present: Peter Crook (Chair), Clive Grant, Malcolm Steward, Amanda Miller, Tricia Graysmark (Clerk).  Apologies received from Paul Randell and Sue Grant.

2. DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST AND DISPENSATIONS
None for this meeting

3. MINUTES OF PREVIOUS MEETING
Agreed and signed as a true record

4. PUBLIC FORUM
a. Fran Whymark reported Norfolk and Suffolk devolution was now being discussed again but currently no further information. NCC budget for next year under scrutiny with £46m looking to be saved.
b. A resident reported the Broads Authority have undertaken maintenance on the slipway, and some rotten timbers still left. 
c. Garden waste has been deposited on land behind the Staithe carpark.
d. Planning application 2024/3213 – 8 The Street. The land owner clarified some anomalies in the planning application and outlined the scale of the building in relation to the plot. A beech tree will be removed due to inadequate root protection being installed on an adjoining development in the past.

5. MATTERS ARISING FROM PREVIOUS MEETINGS – TO RECEIVE UPDATES

a. Churchyard
i. Probation Service community payback teams have undertaken grounds maintenance work on two one-day visits. This has been a great success and  further visits are planned. The council have introduced the Probation Service to the Village Hall management with a view to their providing teams to paint the VH.
ii. Footpath work has been completed.  CG to ask contractor to remove stones from earth adjoining the path and to consolidate the earth. 
iii. Lights - MS reported two modified lights still to be installed.  When replacement lights are needed, more durable material will be selected and revised switching arrangements and solar power will be considered.
b. Village Green - seat is now complete. 
c. New cemetery/school access – Fran Whymark visited in November to review the proposal and will discuss further with BDC planners. PCr thanked BDC senior management for their interest and advice. 
d. Play area - annual inspection undertaken and MS expressed concern about the way the inspection was conducted.  MS has drawn up a programme of remedial work which is being implemented. Rubbish bin will be moved away from entrance.
                     e    Staithe bin - inadequate – review next summer.


6. FINANCIAL & ADMINISTRATIVE MATTERS
a. Accounts noted for November 2024
b. Payments approved for November 2024 with the addition of expenses for PCr and HMRC for previous clerk’s PAYE. 
c. Precept for 2025/2026 was agreed with an increase of 7% (An overall annual cost of £67.38 per Band D household).
d. Garden Guardian’s quote for 2025 work accepted.

7. Planning
a. Application 2023/3213 – 8 The Street. The Parish Council had submitted its comments to BDC ahead of the meeting following an email consultation, in order to meet BDC’s deadline.
Issues of concern were highway’s access and the scale of the development.
b. Application 2024/3393 – 11 Newport Road. No concerns.	

8. General
a. Highways - School Road hedge has been cut.
b. Traffic - PCr attended highways meeting regarding A47 (and reported in Mardler). Fran Whymark reported he has been in touch with the responsible police officer regarding speeding in The Street.
c.  Village Hall - CG reported Village Hall is running smoothly.
i. Playing field hedge cut by PC contractor.
ii. PCr has cleared bonfire site. 
d. Trees –quotes received for maintenance on all the churchyard lime trees.  Two neighbours have offered financial support.  Re-quote to be done excluding smaller trees which do not present the same issues.
e. Bus stop - correspondence received from a resident regarding buses stopping on an un-official bus stop in The Street.  Resolved by PC.
f. Burlingham Woods – grass cutting will be commenced earlier in 2025. 
g. Brush cutter – repaired again by PC. 
h. Council computer some access issues have yet to be resolved.
i. Additional item – NALC undergoing some changes. County Officer dismissed. AGM being held on Wednesday 4th Dec at 7pm. PC to attend. 

9. NEXT MEETING – Monday 6th January 2025 7.30pm.  South Walsham Village Hall

Meeting closed at 20.32pm

All Parish Council meeting dates, times and venues are displayed on village notice boards                  and website.




