


South Walsham Parish Council Meeting
Minutes of Meeting 2nd September 2024
South Walsham Village Hall

1. ATTENDANCE
Present: Peter Crook (PCr)(Chair,) Clive Grant (CG), Malcolm Steward (MS), Amanda Miller (AM), Paul Randell( PR), Tricia Graysmark (Clerk).
Apologies from Sue Grant.
 
2. DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST AND DISPENSATIONS
None.

3. MINUTES OF PREVIOUS MEETING
Agreed and signed.

4. PUBLIC FORUM
a. No county or district councillors present.  Parishioners expressed their disappointment that district councillors in particular seldom attended.
b. A question was raised regarding the funding of the churchyard footpaths and the funding was clarified.  

5. MATTERS ARISING FROM PREVIOUS MEETINGS – TO RECEIVE UPDATES
a. Parish council vacancy - no applications have been received to date from Mardler advert.
b. Churchyard
i. Probation contract for work has been signed.  Start dates will be confirmed shortly.
ii. NR11 Groundworks’ quote to undertake the improvement work on the second phase of the church footpaths was approved.  Sue Hitchcock will complete church formalities and CG will explore possible starting dates.
c. Error on agenda
d. Willow trees at PG pond have been successfully cut back and shouldn’t require any further similar work for some five years. Other vegetation removed and hedge on west boundary also trimmed (further work required by field tenant).
e. Grounds Maintenance
i. East side hedge at cemetery has been cut on both sides by council volunteers.  Garden Guardians will be asked to quote on adding it to their contract for 2025.
ii. Burlingham Road pond verge cut by PCr and Richard Bond.   Garden Guardian will be asked to quote on adding it to their contract for 2025.
iii. School Road footpath hedges will have second cut by George T and council volunteers later in the month.
f. Seat on The Green in memory of Dick Dewing – good progress has been made. Completion anticipated by the end of September.  Total cost of approximately £1,000 is being donated by the Dewing family, and will be billed by the PC on completion. Parish council will make a donation to Fairhaven for their help.
g. New safe access to school and cemetery. The community improvement scheme to close the dangerous cemetery access on Acle Road and re-route from School Road and to provide a new safe school access road, bus parking and turning, and access  to the village hall and playing field from School Road, has stalled. 
The donation of land was conditional on obtaining planning permission for a single dwelling on the remaining land and this in turn relied on support and backing from our Broadland District Councillor representatives. 
The parish council was extremely disappointed that engagement and support in calling-in the application to the planning committee did not occur and is in the process of trying to find out why. 
Pending this, next action which will be an appeal or a revised planning application.
There was widespread community frustration.
h. Slipway keys.  Key 014 given to Bernard.  PCr has two spare keys (18 and 25). Keys with two retired councillors will be recalled.
i. Play area - the spinner has been repaired.  The bearing is noisy on the merry-go-round and will be lubricated by MS and PCr.  Grass is being cut nicely.  Bin is still overflowing. Agreed to create a sign ‘Please take your rubbish home’.  at a cost of £35. MS in discussion with BDC to reinstate emptying of bin.

6. CORRESPONDENCE
a. Confirmation the defib machine at Pilson Green has received a new battery and is now working - thanks to Lynne Meale.

7. PLANNING
a. Application 2024/2239 – 1 The Street, South Walsham. No objections. Noted BDC to be advised by 5th September. 

8. FINANCIAL & ADMINISTRATIVE MATTERS
a. Confirmation from bank of interest change to ensure interest goes directly into each account.  Online payments are working well
b. Monthly accounts to be circulated
c. VAT / Audit – VAT return has been completed for 2023/2024.  Audit has been completed and accounts were in order  
d. An online diary has been created for councillors to input matters for agendas and to view documents for meetings. It will act as a reminder for various tasks which the arish council need to undertake
e. The website has been thoroughly cleansed with all older information being removed.
f. Schedule of payments approved.

9. POLICIES
a. All seven policies presented were agreed and will next be reviewed in three years unless a change is required before.	

10. VILLAGE ISSUES
a. Highways - it was reported there are an increasing number of potholes around the village and the Ranworth Road between The Street and Norton Hill was now dangerous for cyclists.  Clerk to report to highways.
b. Village hall. A meeting has taken place between representatives of the village hall committee and parish council to discuss support from the parish council.  It was agreed the council would consider taking on the grass cutting of the play area and the cutting of the perimeter hedge around the playing field.  Discussions are on-going.
c. SAM  2 speed signs.  WestCotec have agreed to give training on how to download the data if it can be taken to their office in Dereham.  It was agreed to request they come to the village. MS to follow up.
d. Planters on green will be cleared of summer plants and some winter and spring bulbs put in.   Planters at King’s Arms very successful. Agreed for AM to purchase more plants as required. 

11. NEXT MEETING – Monday 7th October. 7.30pm.  South Walsham Village Hall

Meeting closed at 20.24pm

All Parish Council meeting dates, times and venues are displayed on village notice boards                  and website.




