Minutes of the Annual Parish Meeting of South Walsham held on Monday 15th May 2023 at South Walsham Village Hall starting at 7.30pm

1. Apologies – None

2. Minutes of the Annual Parish Meeting held on 9th May 2022 – signed by the Chairman of the Parish Council

3. Matters Arising – none

4. Chairman’s report

XXX

5. Report from the Parish Charities (Malcolm Steward)

The Richard Harrold’s Charity gave grants to ten local young people during the year of 28th February 2023, totalling £1,450.   After expenses, it had a deficit of £526 over income for the year.  It has reserves of £3,436.  My clerk’s fee was for the 16 months from September 2021 to January 2023 and was for 5 meetings. 

South Walsham Parish Charity had no applications for grants last year.  Its income is only £27 for the year, so only very small grants can be made, without using capital.  The school is aware of the charity, which has, in the past, given grants to assist local families with school trips.  The charity’s reserves are £3,570.

Both charities meet three times a year, on Zoom.  Both charities are on the Charity Commission website. 

Two trustees are appointed by SW Parish Council, for four years at a time, and are Joh and Malcolm, but do not need to be councillors. 

Two trustees are appointed by the Parochial Church Council, for five years at a time, and are Ivan Barnard and Dorothy Dean.

The incumbent vicar is automatically a trustee. 

6. Report from the Village Hall

The last 12 months has been one of growth following the pandemic. The Viking bar continues to grow and is the life blood of the hall and will hopefully sustain the future of the hall for many years to come. 

Rising costs have been a concern, our electric bill alone has almost doubled along with every other bill.

The changing rooms have finally been finished following the move over to 3 phase electric at the hall to power the new electric showers.  This has taken a considerable amount of time due to problems with the supplier to the hall which thankfully is now resolved. 

The hall is on a secure financial footing with reserves for a rainy day should the need arise, that said the net 12 months will present several challenges for the trustees as the roof of the hall requires serious attention.  The quotes so far are around £35,000 which will have to be grant funded.  The tractor shed has also come to the end of its life and now requires replacement.  At the time of writing this report I have submitted a grant application for £20,0000 to cover the cost of this replacement, we are waiting to hear. 

The playing field continues to improve, mainly due to the new machinery purchased a few years ago.  We have plans to add land drains to the area under the floodlights to help with drainage during the winter months when historically this area is under water for large periods.

The AGM of the hall will take place on Thursday 15th June 7.30pm at the hall.

7. Parishioners’ Questions and Comments – None

8. Any Other Business - None
